
Funding the Arts in Arizona

National Endowment for the Arts
Competitively-awarded annual federal 
grant; must be matched with state funding.

Arizona ArtShare Private Endowment
Annual interest accrued on $1.7 million 
endowment held by Arizona Community 
Foundation.
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The Arizona Commission on the Arts receives and administers funds from the State of Arizona and the federal 
government. Additionally, the agency administers private funds held by the Arizona Community Foundation.

Legislative Appropriations
Since the elimination of the Arts Commission’s ongoing 
General Fund allocation in FY2011, the agency’s grant-
making capacity has depended on one-time legislative 
appropriations.

Arizona Arts Trust Fund
1/3 of annual $45 business filing fee 
collected by Corporation Commission.
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FY2026 Budget Breakdown
In Fiscal Year 2026, the agency’s one-time $2 
million appropriation included in the state budget 
comprises 44% of the agency’s total budget.

*	 Colorado’s per capita figure does not include $50 million generated annually by the Scientific and 
Cultural Facilities District tax initiative.

Legislative Appropriations: A Comparison
This graphic reports per capita investment in the arts through 
FY2026 legislative appropriations in southwestern states. Nation-
ally, Arizona currently ranks #47 for per capita arts investment.

A $20 million appropriation would be required to match Utah’s per capita 
investment.
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Arts, Culture, & Arizona’s Economy

FY2026 Grantmaking

ARIZONA’S ARTS AND CULTURE
INDUSTRIES CONTRIBUTE

$15.8 BILLION
TO THE STATE’S ECONOMY,

EMPLOYING

95,294
WITH ANNUAL INCOMES

TOTALING

$7.3 BILLION

TOTAL ECONOMIC IMPACT OF nonprofit arts sector employment in Arizona

Employment (Jobs) 11,266

Personal Income Paid to Residents $457,562,698

Local Tax Revenue (city and county) $10,770,224

State Tax Revenue $15,434,200
Arts and Cultural Production Sat-
ellite Account, 2023; US Bureau 
of Economic Analysis, National 
Endowment for the ArtsArts & Economic Prosperity 6, 2023. Americans for the Arts

According to analysis by the US Bureau of Economic Analysis, Arizona’s 
arts & culture sector contributes more to the state’s economy than mining, 
agriculture, and forestry combined. 

Meanwhile, research conducted by Americans for the Arts in 2023 
measured the impact of just Arizona’s nonprofit arts organizations.

To date in FY2026, the Arizona 
Commission on the Arts has awarded

589 GRANTS
totaling

$2.82 MILLION
in

67 CITIES/TOWNS
across

14 COUNTIES

ARIZONA COMMISSION ON THE ARTS

Visit https://azarts.gov 
for more information

Grantmaking

Admin & Ops

Programs & Services

58% of the agency’s total 
FY2026 budget is committed 
to grantmaking.


