2026 Youth Arts
Month Festival

= " The Office of Arts Education is pleased to announce
? ' the upcoming statewide arts festival in celebration
4 of Youth Arts Month.

FIESTINV/AL ADE YAM Fest will take place at Wesley Bolin Memorial
s PR _ Plaza, just outside the Arizona Capitol Building,
QOO g ; beginning at 9 am. This public event will feature
performances and artwork by students across the state.

ADE YAM Fest aims to highlight the positive impact
of arts education by showcasing the creativity and
skills of Arizona's young artists.

Activities at Wesley Bolin Memorial Plaza

All are welcome to celebrate Arizona arts education by
supporting the student performers, viewing the visual art
gallery, and enjoying the food trucks. Attendees may enjoy
learning about Arizona history by taking a Self-Guided Tour of
Wesley Bolin Memorial Plaza or perusing the Arizona State
Capitol Museum for free from 9 am-4 pm.

_ Guided Tours may be reserved on a first-come, first-served basis.

Youth Arts Month Festival Schedule

Wesley Bolin Memorial Plaza 1700 W Washington St, Phoenix, AZ 85007

9:00 am YAMFest Opening Ceremony - Introduction by Superintendent Tom Horne
9:00 am Visual Arts Gallery Open

9:30 am Dobson High School Cantus Concert Choir

10:00 am North Valley Christian Academy Performance Dance & Theatre

10:30 am North Valley Christian Academy Orchestra & Heavenly Harmonies Choir
11:00 am Buena High School Milk Carton Improv

11:30 am Arizona All-State Dance Ensemble

12:30 pm Chandler High School Modazz Dance Company

1:00 pm Gilbert Classical Academy Apollo Quintet

1:30pm  Quechan Xuumar Akuuts Youth Leadership

2:00 pm River Tribes United Dance group, Mohave Bird Dance group - CRIT

2:30 pm Visual Art Gallery closed



https://azmemory.azlibrary.gov/nodes/view/181535
https://azmemory.azlibrary.gov/nodes/view/181535
https://azcapitolmuseum.gov/
https://azcapitolmuseum.gov/
https://azleg.libcal.com/reserve/museum-tours/booking

Arts Education Advocacy Guide
@

When sharing your personal story with legislators,

Stronger community connections.

Higher youth engagement, retention, and graduation.
Improved mental health and well-being.

Cultural preservation and representation.

Increased local economic activity.

Y

Next, explain the problem:
Use one or two data points below to

State the Problem (The Challenge)

show the gap:

¢ Thousands Left Behind: 142,079 students (13%) in Arizona
have no access to arts education.

¢ Entire Schools Without Arts: 28.3% of schools—610
campuses—offer no arts programs, including 35% of charter
and 26% of traditional public schools.

¢ Early Education Gap: 27.7% of elementary students lack
access.

* Demographic Inequities: Native American/Alaska Native
and Hispanic/Latino students are disproportionately
affected.

¢ Unbalanced Offerings: Dance and Theater remain limited
(2-3% of enrollments), while Visual Arts and Music dominate
(about 40% each).

@ Make a Clear Ask
@ Highlight the Solution (The Momentum)

Atter sharing the problem, pivot to the solution: more arts for
students. Show that investing in the arts works by highlighting
recent statewide progress:

Arts education strengthens student
outcomes across all disciplines—
improving attendance, achievement,

and well-being.
* Surging Enrollment: A record 675,884 students now

participate in arts education (61.7%), a 13% increase in
one year.

Growing Workforce: Arts teachers increased by 42%,
reaching 5,722 statewide.

The Gap is Shrinking: Students without access dropped
from 13.6% in 2023 to 13.0% in 2024.

Strong Foundations: Only 9.1% of middle and 10.5% of
high school students lack access.

Public School Commitment: 74% of traditional public
schools offer arts programs.

Arts Education Data Project | Arizona Department of Education

e Support policies and funding that
close the remaining 13% access
gap

e Public School Funding = Arts
Funding: strong school budgets are
essential to sustaining arts
programs.

* Protect our momentum: without
continued support, 610 campuses
will remain without access—and
progress could be reversed.


https://www.azed.gov/titleiv-a/arts-education-data-project
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