
Telling the Story of 
Arizona’s Creative Economy

Data helps explain the scale of the creative sector, but stories help legislators remember it.
When advocates combine data with personal experiences, the message becomes more powerful.

Important Messages to RememberImportant Messages to Remember
When speaking with policymakers, focus on three core ideas, combining
statistics with your personal story, and a clear ask. 

The Creative Sector Drives Tourism
Festivals, cultural destinations, culinary
experiences, and museums attract visitors who
spend money at hotels, restaurants, and shops.

Legislators hear statistics every day.
Stories about people and communities

stay with them.  
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understand the real impact of the
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The Creative Economy Creates Jobs
Artists, designers, chefs, musicians, architects,
and filmmakers are small business owners and
professionals contributing to Arizona’s
workforce.

Creative Programs Strengthen Communities
Arts programs support education, health and wellness,
cultural heritage, and civic pride.



Sharing Powerful StoriesSharing Powerful Stories

Instead, they are recognized as a foundational component of a
thriving economy and community.

    Advocating for the creative economy might include:

A chef whose restaurant celebrates regional flavors and
food heritage, drawing visitors while creating a gathering
place where residents share pride in their community and
culture

A healthcare leader partnering with artists and musicians
to bring creativity into healing spaces, supporting patient
wellness while building meaningful connections among patients,
families, caregivers, and volunteers

A developer collaborating with artists and cultural
organizations to create vibrant cultural districts and public
spaces where art, performance, and community events bring
neighbors together and strengthen local identity

A university leader championing arts education, design
thinking, and interdisciplinary collaboration, preparing
students for careers while encouraging creativity, problem-
solving, and civic engagement

A small business owner whose brand is rooted in creativity
and local collaboration, working with artists, makers, and
volunteers to produce products, experiences, and events that
reflect the spirit of the community

Together, these leaders demonstrate how creativity fuels
innovation, strengthens civic pride, builds lasting
community connections, and brings diverse sectors
together to shape places where people want to live, work,
learn, and gather. 

Powerful & Diverse StoriesPowerful & Diverse Stories

Spotlight on 
Arts Education
Spotlight on 

Arts Education
Arts education builds more than
creativity—it builds Arizona’s
future. 

Arts education drives student
success, with higher
engagement, graduation rates,
and improved mental well-being

13% of Arizona students still lack
access to arts education in their
schools

The arts are recognized as
essential to a “well-rounded
education” under Title IV-A

Every student deserves the
opportunity to learn, create, and
thrive.

When advocacy conversations include voices from
multiple sectors such as hospitality, economic
development, education, healthcare, and
entrepreneurship, the arts are no longer perceived
as a niche cultural issue. 
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