
Taking ActionTaking Action
We are asking that when budget
negotiations begin, we secure $4M –
$5M for the Arts Commission through
the regular appropriation and an increase
to funding in the Arts Trust Fund. 

For the Arts Trust Fund, include
additional dollars as proposed in
HB2453.

Arizona Creative 
Economy Issues
Arizona Creative 
Economy Issues

State dollars leverage federal funds appropriated by Congress
through the National Endowment for the Arts.

Creative sector funding is a sustainability strategy. 

It helps Arizona absorb rapid growth by revitalizing existing places,
strengthening tourism, supporting small businesses, improving quality
of life, and ensuring communities across the state grow with
character instead of just capacity.

Arizona’s Creative Sector 
Funding Is Not Sustainable
Arizona’s Creative Sector 
Funding Is Not Sustainable

Arizona’s arts funding relies on
inconsistent, one-time appropriations
rather than stable, ongoing investment.

Current reality: A $2M one-time
appropriation made up 44% of the FY2026
budget; no permanent General Fund line
exists.

The creative economy contributes over 
$1 trillion annually to the U.S. economy.  

That is more than agriculture,
transportation, or construction—and
supports 5+ million jobs.
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Move Arizona Forward: Fund the Creative Economy TodayMove Arizona Forward: Fund the Creative Economy Today

Arizona’s creative economy is an
economic driver and enhances our quality
of life. This is the reason Arizona has
invested in arts and culture through annual
appropriations to the Arizona Commission
on the Arts, our state’s arts agency. 
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Arizona Impact by the NumbersArizona Impact by the Numbers

National Arts Funding ContextNational Arts Funding Context
Federal arts and humanities funding has been fully secured in the
FY2026 federal budget and is already signed into law. 

These funds will be available to Arizona, provided the state
legislature allocates the required matching dollars in its FY2027
budget.

At the same time, creative economy advocates are actively
working with Congress to ensure continued funding in the
federal FY2027 budget. 

This includes support for the National Endowment for the Arts,
the National Endowment for the Humanities, and the Institute for
Museum and Library Services.

Grant Dollars in Your DistrictGrant Dollars in Your District
The attached profile highlights how state and
federal arts funding is being invested directly
in your district. 

These grants support local artists, arts
organizations, and community festivals,
generating tangible returns and strengthening the
local economy.

95,000+
 Creative Sector 
Jobs Statewide

10,000+
 Creative Businesses

and Nonprofit
Organizations

15.8 Billion
Dollars

Annual Economic
Output

Arizona ranks 48  in the United
States for public investment in arts
and culture.
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At the same time, the creative sector
contributes billions of dollars to the
economy and supports tens of
thousands of jobs.

The Investment Arizona Needs Now!The Investment Arizona Needs Now!
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